
Different Drones 
 

 

 

1, Military Drones  

When people think about drones, they probably think that it is a brand-new invention. You guys learned 

last week that drones have been around for a long time, especially military drones. Do you remember 

the Austrian soldiers, who launched the unmanned balloons? Let’s see what you remember. 

- In ________ Austria launched balloons armed with bombs to drop on the city of ____________. 

- That plan didn’t really work out because _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________. 

 

You might be wondering if we have other examples of drones used by the military. Did you know that 

both the Union and the Confederacy used balloons for reconnaissance and to drop bombs on enemy 

targets? You might be curious what the word reconnaissance means. It is just a fancy word for 

observation/ investigation.  

If you turn to the next page, you can see what else I found on google. 



 

 

The modern drone was first developed during the Vietnam War. At that time, the military lost so many 

pilots over enemy territory, and their concern started to grow. The U.S Air Force began with some 

interesting plans. They needed to find another alternative to manned aircrafts. And so they did. Through 

the advances in radio, video and computers the UAV became a reality. And of course other countries 

started to work on similar projects as well. 

 



What you see in this google pictures is the first modern battlefield drone. I will give you three names 

and you can guess what the name of this early drone is. 

1, Israeli Tadrian Mastiff  

2, Matrix 567 

3, General Atomics MQ-1C Gray Eagle 

Nowadays military drones are being used in over 50 countries. 

 

I think it is time for a small quiz. Let’s see how well you paid attention. 

What are the main uses of military drone?  

( )  Reconnaissance  

( ) they capture images through video camera 

( ) they can fly even through bad weather conditions, putting no piolet at harm 

( ) they are reliable  

( ) they are great spies 

( ) they can provide the military valuable information 

( ) they can track and find terrorists 

Could you maybe find another profession where those spy and surveillance drones would 

come in handy? _____________________________ 

 

Great, I think you are almost an expert. One last thing.  If we are talking about a combat UAV, we 

must use the proper abbreviation. It is then called a UCAV. 

I will give you a couple of minutes and you can check out and take a closer look of more military 

drones. (Military Drones by Daniel R. Faust) 

 

 

2, Drones for archeology 

Most of the archeological discovers are made in wild, remote places. Sometimes it would take 

archeologists years to study those regions. Even in this profession, drones come in handy. Through 

aerial views, the UAV can record features, and take images and form 3d maps. Archeologists also use 

satellite images for their work but prefer drones for different reasons.  



3, Emergency response  

 

 

 

Making sure that aid gets to the right place is very important. Disasters strike all the time, and be 

prepared can change and save a lot of lives. After a hurricane or earthquake, drones can fly and search 

the affected area and show and give helpers an overview.  

 

 4, Even scientists use drones 

How do you track or observe an animal that lives in remote areas without scaring them away? Exactly, 

with a drone. UAV’s can show us how animals live and the size of the territory they need. Modern 

drones are very quiet and when used correctly, don’t disturb the wild life at all. Thermal imaging 

drones are also being used to track animals that are normally hard to see because they are 

camouflaged.  

 

5, Movie making 
A lot of films are partly filmed by drones. Using UAV’s makes sense for a lot of different reasons. 

- Drones are cheaper than using helicopters ( day rate of a helicopter and crew is $40,000 

                                                                                               day rate of drone and crew is $ 15,000 ) 

- People love the aerial point of view 



- Drones can fly and film in very tight spaces 

Did you know that until 2014, movie makers were not licensed to shoot with drones in the United 

States and United Kingdom. So if you see drone footage in any of the movies before 2014, you can be 

sure that they filmed those scenes in other countries where it was legal. 
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